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BROOKLYN COLLEGE 
Bedford Avenue and Avenue H 
Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 
The Office of 


The Dean of Students 
November 7, 1945 


Harry D, Gideonse, President 
Brooklyn College 

Brooklyn, New York 

My dear Mr. President: 

Enclosed you will find a summary of the study 
conducted during the Spring Term of 1945 by Dr. Herbert 
He Stroup, of the Sociology Department. 

This study was initiated by the members of the 
President's Advisory Committee Dealing with Problems of 
the Blind and Partially Blind Students in representative 
colleges and universities. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank Dr. 
Stroup for making this study and to assure him of our 


appreciation for the devoted service he has rendered to 


the visually handicapped students of Brooklyn College. 


Sincerely yours, 
f A. sami hepts (st u < fa 
aoe UN nyo 

KF, W. Maroney, M.D. 


Dean of Students and 
Chairman, Department of Personnel Service 
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October 10, 1945 
faa Becdontok We ifaroney 
Dean of Students 
Brooklyn College 
My dear Dean Maroney; 

Several months ago, under your direction, I began a study of the 
practices of a selected number of American colleges in relation to blind 
students. I am herewith presonting to you a report of findings. 

The study began with the construction of a questionnaire which 
was intended to cavenidtne essential sues college practice with blind 
students. In the organization of the questionnaire, informal questions 
were asked of administrative authorities in Brooklyn College, as well as 
in Beuey colleges in this locality, After some consideration, it was agreed 
Ghat the quostions to be asked of the ‘selected colleges should be the 
following: re 


1. Does the college which you represent accept blind students for 
matriculation? 


2. What special requirements Por’ admission, if any; does your 
college make of the blind? 


Oo» How many blind students has the college accepted for admission 
in the past ten years? « How many blind students are 


ene 


now in attendance during the present scmester? e 


4. How does your college define "blindness"? 


5. What career planninz facilitics does your college provide for 
the blind? 


6. What.use does your college make of foundations, trusts, ctce, 
for Ghe Dine? 


7. Does your college have any special procedures for the blind 
taking their cxaminations? 


8. How does your college handle tho problem of entrance oxaminations? 
9. Wheat use does your college make of Brailled matorials? 

Lo) 
10. What use does your college make of “talking books"? 


ll. If you would like a report of this study, please indicate; Yes«#No 


Opportunity was given for each respondent to makc personal comments concern- 
ing his own collego siievion if the qucostionnaire did not cover all that 
is portinent to tho situation. 

When the qucstionnaire was sont to the colleges it was accom- 
panied by the following letter: 


"Brooklyn College, onc of the four colleges supported by the 
City of New York has a day session onrollment of some 6000 students. 
Enrolled in the College arc seven blind studonts and some twonty 
students whose invision is severoly impaired. 


The blind students pass regular entrance cxaminations, and 
are eligible for registration in all departments of the college except 
laboratory course (Physics, Chemistry, Goology, Biology and Physiology.) 


The State of New York contributes a maximum of $300 a year 
for each blind student cnrolled in Brooklyn College. This money is 
used to provide reader's aid. Braille Machines, Typewriters, and 
"Talking Books", and, Brailled text books are provided for the blind 
students. Final examinations arc Brailled by a membor of the faculty. 
Special provisions are made for the blind students to take their final 
examinations on a longor pcriod basis than is allocated to the sighted 
students. 

We are anxious to improve "the services which wo make availae 
ble to: the blind studemts. We, thoreforo, sk Gnativoug on groue 
accredited representative, fill out the enclosed questionnaire and 
return it to us at your early convenience, We, in turn, will send 
you, if you so desire, a report of this study. We assure you of ‘our 
appreciation for whatever you may do to help us to enrich the educa- 
tional opportunitics of the blind students cnrolled in Brooklyn Collegé. 


ft 


On tho questionnaire form, which was separate from the letter, 
mention was made of an additional quostionnaire form which was enclosed 
for tho files of the responding college repiiusoneasseten 

It was deemed valuable to study college practices with regard 
to the blind from the viewpoint of threo kinds of collegess:: 

1. Tho State College 
Zo Ine Private Gol lose 
Ss The City College 
It was recognized that there might be differences of practice called for 


by each type of situation. . Naturally, within cach category it was thought 


of valuo”™to” socuro representation from a rothcr wide areca. Thus colleges 
from all regions of the U.S. were included with exception of the private 
colleges in which case it was thought sufficient to include only a fow 
privato colleges of the East. 
The numbers of colleges used in this study under oach catcgory 
is as follows; 
1. Tho State Colleges 358 
20 The Private Colleges 20 
Oe Loe way Colona "sf 
TOTAL: 66 
While several colleges other than those reported were sent qucs- 
tionnaire forms and introductory letters, the number which did not reply 
were or little consoquenee for the purposos of this report, Actually, in 
the case of this study, it may bo notcd that an unusually large porcentage 
of rosponse was achieved. Tho qucstionnaizemethnod scldom produces such an 
enthusiastic Pe SPOnse « 
{ho rosults or tho “questionnaire have been carectubly collated. 
In the accompanying charts most of the information of the study is recorded. 
In Chart 1 and 2 the response of the State Colleges to the various questions 
asked are given. At the me of the charts, by number (1 - 11), is given tho 
question. Thé replies of the colleges concerned are given in the spaces 
opposite their alphabetical listing. In Chart 3 of tho study, the replies 
of the Private Colleges are listed in the samc manner, In Chart 4 the 
replies of the City Colleges are given. 
From the roplics Of the State, Privato, and City Colleges, 
according to the charts heroin presented, ono can see at a glance the 
status of blind students in the American Colleges, It is doubtful whethor 
an additional number of respondents would have greatly changed the picture 


givon. 


While the charts from 1 to 4 are helpful in obtaining a quick 
view of the state of practice in the colleges concerning the blind, it is 
apparent that the information assembled is not always rosponsive to a simple 
counting Rouben of review. Oftentimes the colleges involved felt impelled 
to make short statements to qualify their answers to the questionnaire. 

In view of this fact, it was deemed advisable to dnote a& series of charts 
in this report which would give a fuller representation of tho opinion and 
practice of tho colleges. Therefore, in charts. 5 to 17 a more detailed 
accounting of the replies is given. These replies should add body to charts 
1 to 4, They are intended to present additional information. 

In addition to the replies, as recorded in charts 1 tol7, the 
colloges involved in this study sometimes felt it necessary to augment their 
statoments with lengthier declarations. These statenents did not necessarily 
refer to, any of tho questions asked, Bhaegarers, these replies are included 
in a separate section of this roport -- charts 18 to 22. 

In this report, I am sccking to present to you the basic data 
which the investigation yielded. There is no effort made to draw conclusions 


“from the data. 
Sincerely yours, 


Dr. Herbert He Stroup - 
Department of Sociology 
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Question 1: Docs the college which you represent accept blind students 
for natriculation? 


STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


University of Now Hampshiro 
Would accept blind students if any applicd 


Purduc University 
Not equipped to handle blind students 


PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES .usD COLLEGES 


fintioch 
Becauso of cooperative work and study plan of the school, the 
acceptance of blind students would not be considered. 


4 


Question 2; What spocial rcquirenonts for admission, if any, docs your 
eoltese make of the blind? 


STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


University of Connecticut 
A strong reconmmondation fron the, State; Office of the Blind, 
Less mathematics required 
Laboretory scicnec clininated 


Montana State University 
Student required to provide own reader 


University or*Virginia 

Credit for sciences given without laboratory work 
College of William and Mary % 
A*highor native ability is required ond <*higher high school record 


MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 
University (or Akron 
Graduction from an accredited high school 


Satisfactory scholarship and sufficient aptitude 


City College of New York 
Exceptions sometimes made for borderline cases 


University of Wichita 
Special oxaninations are given 


Chart 6 


PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


University of Chicago 


Student must be able to find way about, This involves a reader 


and 2 secing eye dog or companion. 


Harvard University 


Each blind student is expected to be able to find way around 


grounds. 


A cheek is made on the psycholcgical and physical effect of the 


handicap on the student. 


Haverford College 


Each case treatod individually. 


New York University 


Provision for transportation must be made by student. 


Princeton 


Student admuittod on recomnendation. 


Swarthnore 


Bach caso handled individually. 


Union College 


Litorature and social studics majors only. 


Question Sa: How many blind students has the collego accepted for 
aduission in the past ten years? 
Sb: How many blind students are now in attendance during the 


present scenester? 


- STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


Alabama College 
GeO:  ) De none 
University of Arizona 
sabre pram etki 
University of California 
ae not known »b, 4 
Univesity of Connecticut 


OQ. 5 De 2 
University of Florida 
a. 6 De al 


University of Georgia 
We Ls Betnone 
University of Idaho 
eA eas 
Indiana University 
Me soveral” be 2 


University of Minnesota 
ey O4 Sig) BLS 
University of Mississippi 
Le 6 Bes ie! 
University of Missouri 
Qe not known be. il 
Montana State University 
Oe L b. none 
University of Nebraska 
de SelO be 2 
University of Nevada 


ae 1 b.« none 
University of New Mexico 
Qe 6 Bae 


Ohio University 
Xe 4 be 4 


University of Kentucky 
Qe 5 De none 
Louisiana State University 
a. not known b. 5 
University of Maine 
Oye De One 
Mioani University 
evga! be. nonce 
University cf Michigan . 
ae Opie es 
University of Utah 
car B BayG 
Univorsity of Washington 
O65 O0 > Te 2 
College of William and Mary 
Oe 1. De One 


MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITIES AND 


University of Akron 
ae tie De none 
Hunter College 
Hy % ahewene 
University of Wichita 
Xe O Derk 


PRIVATE UNIVERSITITES AND 


Anherst : 

Bigit h be none 
Bucknell 

Ge ie be none 
Columbia University 

as 5 be. none 
Dartmouth 

Stig tL b, none 
Haverford 
Bisose b,. none 
New York University 

Qe le Bs 2 
Swarthnore 

ae eS be none 
Wesleyan 

fia 2 b,. none 


Charu: 7 


University of Oregon 


te Dee 
Pennsylvania State College 

Se On. De. 
University of Stuth Dekota 

igi wie th 
University of Tennesscc 

Nae atta: pas 
University of. Texas 

is 00 Ds 6 


University of Virginia 

Dee dhe. OM 
Wost Virginia University 

Xe not known be not know 
University of Wisconsin 

MO not known b,. 5 


COLLEGES 
City College of Now York 
56 2 te. Tf 
University of Toledo 
ue 6 De 1 
COLLEGES 


Boston University of Liberal 

Oy. ics b, none Arts 
University of Chicago 

a. not Inown be 2 or 8 
Cornell University 


Sig er Nal x 
Harvard University 
Dip eile pig. 0 


Mount Holyoke 

Ogre Oe TOMO 
Princeton University 

an et ep 
Union College 

le lL Ae TON 
Yale University 

he ee 


Chart o 
Question 4; How does your college define blindness? 
STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


Alabana Colloge 
Any student who must uso prailke or have a reader 


University of Connecticut 
Defective vision to the extent that visual reading is impossible 
“or adviseblo. 


University of Florida 
. Ton por cent, or loss normal, vision, 


University of Georgia 
Not ablo-to sce and must have a reader or wse braille. 


University of Michigan 
Hoalth service uses 1) total blindncss 2) can distinguish light 
and dark . 3), can count fingers. Beyond that point Sncollen Chart 
used. 


University of Minnesota 
Disability to the extent of required sorvices of a reader, Dotor= 
mined by a Health Service exanination. 


Montane Statc University 
Inability to do own reading. 


Pennsylvania State College 
Visually handicapped to the oxtent of needing readers 


University of Texas 
Readers furnished with 20/2000 or. Loss 


University of Washington 
A blind porson who by reason of studics which he has previously 
pursued is entitlod to admission to an institution of higher 
learning.within tho Statc of Washington and who by reason of said 
blindness is unable to ear a livelihood and has no rolatives ° 
whose duty it is to provide support and is without means of 
supporte. -(Statute) 


West. Virginia University 
Inability to read printed matcyxial. 


College of William and Mary - 
Total loss of sight in both'oyes. 
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MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


City College of New York 
Ruling under section 983 of State Education Law 


Hunter Collete 
Condition which warrants State Aid. Degree of impairment indicatod 
by a statement from physician. 


University of Toledo 
Inability to read printed matcrial because of poor eyesight. 


University of Wichita 
Students so,declared by state office. 


PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


Boston University of Liberal Arts 
Total sightlessness. 


Bucime11 
Inability to scée or read. 


Colunbia University 
PTounl. lack or vision. 


New York University 
fotal and complete lack of vision in both oyes. 


Yale University 
Cant reads 


Question 5: ~ What carcer planning facilitics does your college provide for 
the blind? 


STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 
University of Connecticut 
All blind students have come to the University with pretty well 
defined vocational objectives. 


University cf Georgia ; 
Placement office. 


Louisiana State University 
Stato rehabilitation service. 


University of Michigan 
Bureau of Placement and Personnel Service. 


Pennsylvania State College 
Course advisement and placement guidance. Results have not been 
too good. 
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University of Texas 
Assistance from State Commission for the Blind. 


University of Utah 
Bureau of Studont Counsel. 


Wost Virginia University 
Special counsclor for the blind. 


MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


University of Akron 
Aid from Dean of Students! Officc. 


Hunter College 
Committce arranges for special confcrences. 


City College of New York 
Office of Dean of Students and Personnel Bureau. 


University of Toledo ath : 
Personnel Department and State Department of Rehabilitation. 


PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


Columbia University 
Usual counseling scrvices are available to then. 
y 
Cornell University 
Some counseling service as others. 


New York University 
Agencies working with the blind. 


Yale University 
Informal assistance. 


Question 6: What use docs your college makeo of foundations, trusts, ete, 
for the blind? 


STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


University of Connecticut 
State Aid 


Indiana University 
State Funds 


State University of Iowa 
State Aid 


University of Maine 
American Foundation for the Blind, State Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department, Scholarship aid from the University, N.Y.Ae paid for 
readers. 
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University of Michigan 
State Aid. 


Miani University 
ie ia AS 


University of Mississippi 
State Aid 


University of New Mexico 
Borrowing natorials through Library of Congross, Braille Division 


Univorsity cf Oregon 
Stote Aid 


Pennsylvania Stato College 
State aid ond proviously N. Y. A. 


University of South Dalota 
State Aid 


University of Texas ! 
"Will Rogers Scholarship Fund" for students with disability 


Univorsity of Washington 
State aid and private contributions 


College of Willian and Mary 
scholarships 


University of Wieconsin 
State Rehabilitation Board 


Question 7; Docs your college have any special procedures for the blind 
taking their exaninations? 


STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


A SE ONCE AN) Ne mee me. pln ee 





Alabama College 
Administered orally 


University of Arizona 
i personal aide is allowed 


University of Connecticut 
Typewriters 


University of Florida 
Individual adjustments are madc 


University of Goorgia 
Oral or typed 


University cf Idaho ; 
Oral or typewritten with aid of reader 


Chain: 22 


University of Kentucky 
Handled individually 


University of Maine 
Oral or typewritten 

University of Michigan 
Pormit the use of typewriters, special rooms and examinations ahead 
of timo 


University of Minnesota 
Arrangenents made by instructor concerned 


University of Mississippi 
Typewritors used, examinations held in a personal fashion 


Univorsity of Missouri 
Oral 


University of Nevada / 
Hach instructor handles problem individually 


University of New Mexico 
Instructors handle cases individuclly 


Ohio University 
Individual Basis 


University of Oregon 
Arranged by instructor 


Pennsylvania State College 
Instructors arrange for tests 


University of Tennessce 
Handled on an individual basis 


University of Texas 
Handled by instructor 


University of Utah 
Ora 


University of Virginia 
Typewritten or oral 


University of Washington 
In braille or typewritten or dictated to school secretary 


College, of Willian and Mary 
Readers provided 


University cf Wisconsin 
Individually handled 
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University of Alcron 
Oral tcochniqucs 


Hunter Collego 
Bach teacher makes own arrangenonts 


City College of New York 
Special examination (usually oral) 


University cf Toledo 
Oral oxminations 


Wichita 
Typewritten or oral 


PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


ey 





ee ed 


Boston University of Liberal Arts 
Separate room usod, oxtra tine allowed, special proctor, student 
provides typewriter. 


Bucknell University 
Individual professcrs aid students individually 


University cf Chicago 
Extra time allotted, typowriter used cr proctor takes student's 
dictated answer. 


Columbia University , 
Oral or written with help of reader 


Cornell University 
Special arrangements mado by departacnts concerned 


Dartmouth College 
Exaninntions read to students 


Harvard University 
Scparete roon, either typewritten or dictated 


New York University 
Special proctors, typowritten replys tc questions read 


Prinecton Univorsity 
Allowocd to type cxaminoations in special rooms 


Yale University 
Typowritton 
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Quostion 8: How does your college handle the problem of entrance 
exaninotions? 


STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


Alabana College 
If not from an aceredited school, oxam adainistored orally 


University of Arizona 
& personal aide is allowed 


University of Connecticut 
Typewritten 


University of Florida 
Waived for blind 


University of Gcorgia 
Entered by High School certificate 


University of Idaho 
High School Diploma 


University cf Kentucky 
On Certificate 


Miani University 
Not required to. take examination 


University of Michigan 
Exonination usually not nocessary cr oral 


University of Minnesota 
Adjustnents made in individual cases 


University of Missouri 
Oral 


Montana State University 
Reader required for aptitude test 


University of Nebraska 
Excused 


University of Nevada 
Individually according to neéd and ability of students 


University of New Mexico 
6 5s he 


University cf Oregon ° 
Exoninations waived 


Pennsylvania State Colloge 

Certificate or aptitude test under supervision 
University of Texas 

Handled by instructor 
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University of Utah 
Oral, modified, or waived 


University of Washington 
Grades accepted 


West Virginia University 
All applicants have been fron schools for tho blind 


University of Wisconsin 
Oral or written provided 


MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


University of Akron 
Oral method 


University of Toledo 
Administered orally 
Wichita 
Special exaninations 


PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


Boston University cf Libcral Arts 
Blind Students enter by certificate 


Columbia University : 
With help of reader 


Cornell University 
Special arrangoments made by Cclloge Entrance Examination Board 


Dartmouth 
Adnitted-on certificate and reccorracndation 


Harvard 
Usually excused from examination, Admission based on recormendation 
and previous scholastic record 


Haverford 
Specir.l. exaninatidn 


Mt. Holyoke 
Text waived 


New York University 
' Special proctors, typewritten. replys to questions read 


Princeton 
Exoninations waived 


Yale 
Typewritten 
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Question 9: What use docs your college make of Brailled materials? 
STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


Alabama College 
Rental cf Braille 


University of Connecticut 
Furnished by State Office for blind 


University of Michigan 
Law schocl has some braille 


‘University of Minnesota 
Very little Braille naterial 


University of Mississippi 
Some Brailled materials in library 


University of New lMcxice 
mall anount of Braille in library, 211 cther material borrowed 


ay 


University of bishcit' 
iount of Braille 


Linited 


Pennsylvania State Ccllege 
Students obtain own books from Washington 


University of Utah 
Private rocm fer iraille 


University of Washington ; 
Seattle City Library excellently furnished with Braille material- 


College of William end Mary 
A braille library anticipated if other blind students enroll 


ifUNICIPAL UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 
Wichita . 
Students have considerable Braille naterial through blind associa-~ 
tion in the city 
PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES 
Mt. Holyoke 
Material obtained from the Library of Congress and Detroit Library 


and the Ancrican Red Cross 


New York University 
A braille newspeper started by one of the blind students. 


Caner Ty 


Question 10; What use dces your collegernake of “talking books?" 


STATE UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES 


University of Connecticut 
Furnished by State Office for Blind 


Pennsylvania State College 
Library arranged for Braille or rocords for the’ students 


University of Uteh 
Private room for talking books 


College of William and Mary 
Anticipated if other blind students enroll. 
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INDIVIDUAL EXCERPTS 
University of Colorado 


"The number of blind students who have attended the University of 
Colorade in recent years is so small that an attempt to answer your 
questionnaire would not be helpful. All that I need tomy is that the 
University of Colorado does accept blind students in those ficlds of 
study which offer no insuperable difficulty to a blind man or woman. 
For example, we have had one or two blind students in the School of 
Law but have never had blind students in the field cf Chemistry. 


We have made no special provisions for the blind exccpt such 
synpathetic help as the administrators and teachers of the appropriate 
school cr department nay give on their own initiative.” 


University of Maine 


Wwe have had only two students with serious eyesight handicap 
within the past ten years. Neither student. was totally blind. One 
student was a girl who entered in the fall of 1941 as a junicr trans- 
fer from normal school, She And attended Porkins Insgitute) form the 
blind and used Braille. She had 5/200 vision in one oye and could 
nanage pretty well to take care «f herself althcugh she cculd not read. 
She had financial assistance from the American Foundation for the 
Blind, th State Vocational Rehabilitation Department and scne scholar- 
ship aid from the University. Her first year hore, her readers were 
paid from NYA funds. The second year she managed to pay then herself. 
She made some use cf Braille books, Her examination questions were 
read to her and she typed the answors. This, I believe, was the only 
adjustient we found necessary. 


> 


When the other student entercd as a freshman he was able to 
read with the aid of a strong magnifying glass. During the senior 
year his sight became worse and he had to have his mother read to hin. 
He dropped some of his work during the last term and took an extra: 
term to complete the requirements for graduction. The only adjustment 
made in his case was to give him longer tine to write out his answers 
tc test questions and during the last two terms he had to have the 
questions read to him but he continued to write his own answers," 


University of Nebraska 


"We have so few such studerts that it has never been thought 
necessary to sect up any special regulations. The two we new have are 
totelly blind. One is a pianist-a young lady of excellent qualifi- 
cations in music. She hes a “seeing eye" dog. Her major is music 
instrumental. 


The other is a young man enrolled in the Graduate School of 
Social Work. He used."readers" to read for hin and assist in pre- 
paration of assignnents. 


Two other persons have been with us in’recent years -- one, an 
albino almost totally blind andthe other -- totally blind, a social 
science major - brilliant student. Had a "seeing eye" dog. She 
graduated about two years ago. Was a transfer student fron Hastings 
College (Nebraska) ,." 
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STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
CONTINUED 


The Pennsylvania State Colloge 


“When one cf ny students found his sight failing, some ten 
years ago, I became interested in his case, He was able to continue 
college through readers engaged through the NYA. We later got him a 
Secing Eye Dog, and he graduated with honors. Soon others followed, 
and 1 was made uncfficial adviser for then. Inasmuch as I was teach 
ing a full pregran as an instructor in -English/Composition,, cl‘ong 
with coaching the Swirming Team, I could not give more than : reason- 
able amount cf tine. to assist theso worthy young men. fost of then 
were good students and got along well with their readers, who, inoi- 

dentally, greatly improve’ their cym scholarship. 


At this time, the State Rehabilitation Department provides 
funds for readers, along with partial tuition and feces." 


University of Virginia 


Mle have had in this College only four blind students in the 
last quarter of a century. We have made no important special provi- 
sion for them except to allow them to present credit for science 
courses without laboratory work. We have also allowed them to take 
their examinaticns in specinl ways, such as by the use of their own 
typewriter and through having the questions read to them privately. 
Of course, they have all had their own private readers. We have had 
no, provision ‘for the uso vol Braille, “I may add that all four of 
these students made excollent records here. Two cf them havo had 
rather distinguished careers since leaving here." 


University of Washington 
\ 

"Over a period of years we have had no end of offers for 
reading services for the blind. The young Jewish women of the City 
of Seattle have taken a particular interest in this as have several 
velderly women with plenty of leisure, Comparatively little money 
has been demanded for actual reading services." 
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imherst College 


"T find that we are unable to answer your questionnaire since 
we have had only one blind student here in the last twonty-some-odd 
years. One guch student has filed application for admission to 
Anherst in the coming summer term. Whether special arrangements for 
handling -him will be made will depend upon the action of the depart- 
ment in which he wishes to major," 


Antioch College 


"Because Antioch College requires all of its students to 
participate in the co-operative work and study plan and because 
blindness would ecnstitute too severe a handitap to full participa- 
tion, we dc not adnit blind studcnts. While it would’ be possibile, 
no doubt, to find cooperative work opportunities for blind students, 
it would be . burden beyond our power to affrerd at present." 

* 


The University of Chicago 


"The University has, when conditions have made it- seen 
possible, adwitted blind studentsis (It is necessary, in oddition 
to meeting the entrance: requirenents of the University in our highly 
selective grcup, that the physics1 conditions be such that the 
student con find his way about, This would invelve a reader and a 
sceing-eye dog or a conpsnion. 3 


We have no record of the number of blind students we have 
accepted. There are probably two or three in residence now. 


This office has no official definition of "blindness." 


The University offers ne special facilities to blind students, 
Their admissicn here must be on the sane level as the sighted stu- 
dents, and they are admitted if they want the type of progran which 
the University offors. 


We have) no special connections with foundations or trusts for 
the blind. Some blind students have come to the University through 
the Illinois State Plan of Rehabilitation. 


The University makes special provisions for the blind 
intaking comprehensive examinations. Blind students quite frequently 
use a typewriter and are given extra time on the examination; if 
they do not use the typewriter, « proctor is permitted to take the 
student's dictated answers, 


Because the number of blind students at Chicago has never 
been large, special provisions such as those indicated by questions 
9 and 10 have not been natters of University policy," 


Cero ak 
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Harvard College 


"Harvard Collego accepts blind students of high ability and 
promise fer matriculxtion. Especial attention is given to the 
question whether a liberal arts education is the nost appropriate 
forn of training for the individual and whether such kind of eduea- 
tion fits in well with the applicant's-plans for his life work, 
Also, the approval of the College Medical Office is obtained in 
order to make certain that the applicant's general health and 
physical, condition are good and as.a further check on the extent to 
which the student's blindness might handicap hin in doing good 
college work, Particular attentica is paid to the ability of a 
blind student tc find his way arc::2d Harvard College, where the 
buildings are scattorod and trafic conditions are a problem even 
for a person whe has oll his facuities,, One of the blind students 
who is now registered makes use of 2. secing eye dog. Another sceens 
to be able to feel his way about by vse of «.cane and with the help 
of fellow students. 7 


I should say that we have had one or two totally blind 
students cach yoar over the last ten or twelve years. At present, 
there are two totally blind students in college and one who is 
almost blind. ; 


We have not found it necessary to set up any special career 
planning facilities for» blind students, 


As regards gxaainntions, the Ccnmittec on Admission has 
usually exeused blind candidates from taking the regular entrance 
examinations and Kas admitted the student on the basis of his school 
record and the estimates of the.school principal snd teachers 
regarding ‘his abjlity.to, dc goad college work, A-good propertion 
of our blind students have come from. the Perkins Institute or other 
institutions of this nature, and especial weight is given to the 
recommendations of the authoritics of such schools. 


Blind students take their college exaninations in a separate 
reon, where they cither typewrite their papers or dictate them to 
Sip Coevo ns 


We have not made any use of Brailled materials or talking 
books, although the individual students heve, of course, use Brailled 
books if’ they are available, If the student is not able to pay for 
the services of a reader or other special aid, the College has given 
the men financial assistance for such purpose." 


Mount Holyoke College 


"During the past ten years’ we have had only one blind student, 
who was admitted in 1938 under Plan B--taking four course exanina- 
tionsy The Scholastic Aptitude test was waived. This student 
hired her own reader to help her in her ccllege work. Brailled 
materials for some courses were obtained by the student from the 
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Library of Congress and the Detroit Library and sone tests were 
prepared by the Princeton Chapter of the American Red Cross for 
her usc. They were later sent in to the Library of Congress for 
usc by othors. The student herself did own © "talking book" 
nechine, but she did not use it to any extent," 


Wesleyan University 
‘Tig have had but one blind studdnt here at Wesleyan in the last 
ten yoars ond ho is tho only ono who has applied for admission. 
We have no policy in this matter, handling each caso on its indivi-} 
dual nerits. If wo arc convinced that the student is capable of 
handling the work wo should cortainly cnesursge hin to como, and 
‘should be all the help we could to him in getting along." 


Willioms College 


"Po the best of my lmowledge, wo have never had a blind student 
at Williams and I know that in the last seven years no completely 
blind student has ever writton to us concerning admission. There 
is no equipnent of the Braille nature for such young men so that 
we could not deal with then effectively. 


I would assume that if a blind student did apply we would advise 
hin that it would be best for hin to sock adnission at some insti=j 
tution where there has been expcricnce with such students and where | 
the oquipnent Mis araa indies. 


Wilson College 
"Wilson College has never, so far qs I: know,-received an applicasy 

tion for admission from a totally blind student. I am not sure that] 
we. should be able to care properly for a blind student if one did 
~seck admission. We have had a very small number of students with 
impaired cyesight for whom special stcps have been taken. At 
present one of our seniors is so handicapped that she depends largely 
upon roadors for her work. She is an expert typist by the touch 
system and dcos 411 hor cxaninations andreports in this way. Like 
nost students with poor cyesight, she has remarkable powers of 
menory and organization and is doing honcrs work at the moment in 
philosophy." 
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